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• Over the last 5 years, home prices in the Athens area have increased by 
38.43%. Just in the past year, home prices have increased by 3.77%, de-
spite the COVID-19 pandemic.

• All eyes are on the Teleworking/telecommuting employees as a potential 
boost may be seen in the housing market to the tune of 1.92 million new 
buyers as renters now have the option to work in the suburbs.

cont’d...

MEDIAN VS. AVERAGE....What’s the 
difference and why does it matter?

Home shoppers, especially first time 
buyers, need to navigate a slippery 
slope of learning. Understanding 
real estate lingo is the first hurdle. 
Conversations with your realtor about 
average and/or median prices when 
comparing sales prices in different 
communities can be confusing. We’re 
here to shed some light.

The median of a set of numbers 
is - literally - the middle of that set 
of numbers. Half of the numbers will 
be higher, and half will be lower.
Conversely, the average of a set of 
numbers is achieved by adding all the 
numbers together and dividing the 
total by how many are in the set.

When considering the sold prices 

of homes, these numbers have 
different implications. For example, if 
the average price in a subdivision is 
higher than the median, it may have 
been skewed by an unusually high or 
low sale price - a foreclosure or short 
sale, perhaps, which would result 
in an inaccurate perception of the 
home values in that area.   Consider a 
neighborhood where the vast majority 
of homes are in the $200,000 range. A 
larger home with more upgrades may 
sell for significantly more and distort 
the average price.

By contrast, if you looked at the 
median price in that same subdivision, 
the middle range of prices (in the 
200’s) would be a more accurate 
representation of the homes sold in 
that location.

Number
142
157
43
57
72
23

Ave List Price
$347,248
$388,455
$334,886
$528,874
$601,339
$353,387

Number
270
172
38
28
62
38

Ave List Price
$259,918
$243,395
$243,535
$359,193
$483,099
$214,102

Current 
Active Listings

Current 
Under Contract

County
Barrow
Clarke
Madison
Morgan
Oconee
Oglethorpe
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7 BR 6.5 BA | 205 Red Oak Trail
$959,000

CLARKE CO

4 BR 2.5 BA | 1048 Mill Pointe
$349,900

OCONEE CO

6 BR 4 BA 2HBA | 4623 Macon Hwy
$624,900

OCONEE CO

3 BR 2.5 BA | 1040 Skipstone Pt
$319,900

OCONEE CO

7 BR 5.5 BA | 384 S. Church St
$1,395,000

CLARKE CO
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cont’d...

HOMEBUYING TIPS
12 QUESTIONS BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER A HOME INSPECTION

BEFORE THE INSPECTION

1. What is the average cost for a 
home inspection? 
Typical costs are between $300-
$600 although it will depend on the 
size of the house and the individual 
inspector. Generally, you will pay the 
inspector the day of the inspection.

2. How experienced is the inspector?
Don’t automatically discount the 
newbies, but experience does weigh 
heavily, especially with older homes 
or ones with special features. 

3. How long will the inspection take? 
Expect several hours, unless it’s a very 
small home. Be cautious though, if the 
time estimate seems way off- such as 
4 hours for a two bedroom apartment 
or an hour for a 3,000 sq ft historic 
home. It may be an indication that 
the inspector isn’t very experienced.

4. Can the buyer be present at the 
inspection?
The answer should ALWAYS be YES, 
and they should encourage you to do 
so. The inspector can and will explain 
the home’s systems to you and 
answer any questions you may have. 

5. What’s on the inspection list?   
A lot of people have no idea what 
a home inspector is going to look at. 
The answer? About 1,600 things. A 
home inspector wil inspect everything 
from the roof to the foundation and 
everything in between. 

6. What’s NOT on the list? 
Your inspector can’t cut a hole in the 
wall, so they’re limited to what they 
can visually verify. For this reason, 
anything the inspector thinks may 
be a potential problem may be 
flagged for examination by another 
professional, like a plumber or roofer.

7. Can the buyer see a sample report? 
Why? So you don’t panic when you 
see your own. Every home will have 
a list of items to attend to, although 
most of them aren’t going to be 
serious. It will give you an idea about 
how your inspector communicates 
issues.

DURING THE INSPECTION

8. How does this work?
This is a great opportunity to ask a 
professional how to operate and 
maintain sommething in your home. 

9. Ask for the inspectors opinion.
You’ll get a written report, but take 
advantage of having your inspector’s 
attention by asking him what he 
thinks are the most serious issues with 
the home.  Often, the inspector will 
be able to advise difficulty of repair, 
approximate cost and whether or not 
it’s a big deal.

AFTER THE INSPECTION

10. Ask questions about the results.
Hopefully you were there at the 
inspection and aren’t surprised by 
what you see on the report, but if you 
see something you don’t understand, 
It’s ABSOLUTELY FINE to ask for details.

11. What needs fixed immediately?
Expect that you’ll need to have some 
things fixed. Your inspector can help 
you identify the things he believes 
could cause problems later down the 
road. An ounce of prevention, so to 
speak.

12. What’s on my future to-do list?
Your inspector will usually have 
suggestions on what things will need 
handled within the first couple months  
after you move in. These will usually 
be the items you didn’t ask the seller 
to fix before you purchased. 

$285,000
4 BR 2.5 BA | 196 South Forest Ave

HART CO

2 BR 1 BA | 698 Pulaski St
$219,900

CLARKE CO

4 BR 2 BA | 324 Stapler Drive
$224,900

JACKSON CO
NEW!

3 BR 2 BA | 140 Springtree  Rd
$239,900

CLARKE CO
NEW!

3 BR 2.5 BA | 1230 Waterwood Dr.
$244,900

GWINNETT CO

NEW!
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AREA EVENTS
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OCTOBER

October 3 - 31 (Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays only)
ZOMBIE FARMS HAUNTED TRAIL
Zombie Farms, 568 Smithonia Road, Winterville,
Time: 8:00 PM to 11:00 PM
Price: $20-$25 depending on night and group size

If you are looking for a haunted house or haunted 
attraction near Athens, GA or anywhere in 
Northeast Georgia, you don’t want to miss Zombie 
Farms!  As an outdoor trail on 33 acres, there’s 
plenty of room for social distancing while making 
some new Halloween memories.

You get a full 3/4 mile walk through dark and 
spooky woods filled with scary monsters and creepy 
characters who will scare you, entertain you, and 
sometimes even make you laugh.

Zombie Farms is a fully immersive experience. And 
each year has a whole new theme that is sure to 
give you a thrill, so you can come year after year 
and enjoy something new. ZF has been in operation 
since 2012 and has become a local tradition to 
many Athenians and those who visit Athens during 
October. Mark your calendar now to visit Zombie 
Farms this fall!

New in 2020: No Actor Sunday Nights - you will 
have 3 Sunday options to visit the trail to enjoy the 
scenery without scare actors on the trail. There will 
still be helpers in the woods to assist if you need 
them, but no one will be scaring the customers. You 
can enjoy the entire trail at your own pace. This 
option is also great for Halloween enthusiasts who 
enjoy taking their time, and those who prefer smaller 
crowds.

October 15 - 18
DRIVE-IN LASER SHOW
Athens Fairgrounds, 1001 Dunlap Rd, Winterville
Time: Shows at 8 and 10 PM
Price: $25 per car

The most spectacular laser show you have ever 
seen and it’s a Drive-in! Avoid the crowds, keep 
the family safe! Pile up into the safety of your own 
vehicle and come out for the fantastic Drive-in 
Cabin Fever Laser Show! 2 action packed, mind 
blowing shows per night! The family friendly Laser 
Shows include the latest and some of the greatest 
Musical hits, Mind Blowing lasers and fantastic 
Graphic Effects! Bring your own chairs, blankets and 
refreshments!

October 19 - 31
BOO AT THE ZOO
Bear Hollow Zoo, 293 Gran Ellen Dr., Athens
Time: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Price: $5 per person, adults and children under 1 are 
Free

OWL right, FURiends! All DOE our event will be a 
little different this year, we invite you to join us for 
two weeks of Boo at the Zoo! Along with the BEARy 
festive decor, you OTTER keep a lookout for answers 
to hidden clues in the zoo! After becoming an 
investiGATOR and solving the riddles, you can claim 
your PURRize at the Memorial Park office (open 
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm)!  For more information, 
call (706) 613-3580

October 23
LIVE MUSIC CONCERT WITH CO-HEADLINERS CICADA 
RHYTHM AND SAM BURCHFIELD
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The Classic Center Theatre, 300 N. Thomas St., 
Athens
Time: 7:30 PM

After being extremely well-received as part of the 
Band Together project over the summer, Cicada 
Rhythm and Sam Burchfield are back as co-
headliners for this exciting performance.

Cicada Rhythm’s music features roots-rock tunes, 
slow waltzes, politically-minded lyrics, front-porch 
folksongs, and backwoods ballads, all delivered 
by a group of road warriors who’ve cut their teeth 
not only in the writing room, but onstage, too. With 
guitar picking honed in the dive bars of Atlanta over 
rolling Julliard-trained bass lines, guests can expect 
chilling harmonies, unbridled enthusiasm, some 
wholesome tunes, and a sincere performance.

October 23
STAR WATCH — MARS, JUPITER & SATURN
Sandy Creek Park, 400 Bob Holman Rd., Athens
Time: 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM
Price: $ 2 per person park admission ages 4-64; 
others free.  Pre-registration is required! There is no 
extra charge for this event, just the standard park 
admission fee. $2.00 per person from ages 4-64.

Children under 13 must be accompanied by an 
adult. We ask that everyone wear a face covering 
when in close proximity and be mindful of social 
distancing. If you do not feel well, you will not be 
able to attend this program.

October sets the stage for Mars to shine bright 
and stay closer than it will be for the next 15 years. 
Don’t let Mars steal the show -- all the big and small 
outer planets will be visible in the night sky as well. 
Dr. Snook and fellow volunteers will have telescopes 
positioned and ready to use. So bring a blanket and 
enjoy the view!

Parking will be available next to the Visitor’s 
center. The viewing area will be in the field adjacent 
to the building. Each group will have a specific 
telescope station available to them.
This is a heavily weather dependent event. So 
please check the Facebook page for the most 
current update. If you have any questions, please 
call Sandy Creek Park at 706-613-3631. 

October 24
SERVEATHENS ICN (IN CHRIST NAME) ANNUAL 1-DAY 
SERVICE EVENT
Time: 8:00 AM - 1:30 PM
Cost: free

ServeAthens ICN is Athens College of Ministry’s 
annual 1-day service event that gathers together 
various churches, ministries, and organizations to 
bless our city and community for the sake of Christ. 
Due to COVID, this year’s event will look slightly 
different, but we’re doing everything we can to 
ensure the safety of our volunteers and those we 
serve. Please go to the webpage below to find out 
more information and register to volunteer!

URL for more info and to register to volunteer: 
https://acmin.org/serveathens-icn/ 

October 30 - 31
BOO! ATHENS HAUNTED PUB TOUR
Meet at The Classic Center 300 N. Thomas St., 
Athens
Time: 7:00 & 9:00 PM
Price: Tour-hotel package: $150/couple, $125 
individual

For a frightfully fun Halloween, explore the Classic 
City in a ghostly new way! The Athens Haunted 
Pub Tour will guide guests through Athens’ beloved 
downtown while exposing the spooky stories that 
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AREA EVENTS
make this city the perfect Halloween getaway. 
Masks will be required and social-distancing is 
encouraged. The tour guide will be telling all of the 
spooky stories outside of these establishments, it will 
be the attendee decision whether or not they enter 
the bar.  There will be a short 10-15 minute window 
at each place, those that choose not to venture 
into any of the bars, certainly can choose to wait 
outside with the guide until they proceed to the next 
location. 

Two tours will be offered each day at 7:00 p.m. 
and 9:00 p.m., starting at The Classic Center. 
Tickets are $150/couple and $125/individual, and 
include a one-night stay at Hyatt Place Athens, the 
haunted tour, one drink ticket for use at any of the 
stops, a discount coupon for dinner at DePalma’s, 
continental breakfast at the hotel, and parking at 
The Classic Center. It’s a ghoulishly good deal.

Costumes are encouraged (and masks required)! 
Individuals must be 21 years of age and must be 
prepared to present proof of age at each location. 
The tour will occur rain or shine.

Thank you to our spook-tastic sponsor, The Classic 
Center.

Buy tickets at https://classiccenter.formstack.com/
forms/bars_and_boos_haunted_tour

October 30 - November 8
FIREFLY TRAIL RELAY
Firefly Trail, 790 East Broad Street, Athens

Cyclists, if you have been itching to put the 
hammer down during this COVID-hampered year, 
here’s your chance. Firefly Trail Inc. is hosting a 
virtual race on roads near the future route of the 
trail in conjunction with the opening of the trail 
in Winterville. For COVID safety, riders will ride 
individually and upload their times to Strava, 

individually or as “teams”, with race judges selecting 
winners based on uploaded times. Riders can 
complete their race at any time of their choosing 
between Oct. 30 – Nov. 8. (For safety, rides starting 
or ending at night will not be counted.)

And, of course, since it’s a Firefly event, non-racers 
are welcome, too. Just sign up, come out anytime 
during the 10-day virtual race “window” and have 
fun. Upload your time to get your t-shirt and, also 
just for fun, see if you qualify for the Lanterne Rouge 
prize as the slowest rider.

This virtual relay is being held to raise funds and 
awareness for the mission of Firefly Trail Inc. to foster 
completion of the Firefly Trail from Union Point 
to Athens. This Firefly Virtual Relay will create an 
opportunity for fun and friendly competition while 
promoting COVID-19 safety measures. For more 
information and to register: http://www.firelytrail.
com./

NOVEMBER

November 5 - 6
THE SECOND CITY
 UGA Performing Arts Center, 230 River Rd., Athens

They’re back and funnier than ever! Returning 
with the social and political satire for which 
they’re famous (or infamous?), The Second 
City’s celebrated brand of topical sketch 
comedy features hilarious songs and on-the-spot 
improvisation that changes with every performance. 
With a celebrity alumni list including Tina Fey, Bill 
Murray, Steve Carell, Julia Louis-Dreyfus, Rachel 
Dratch, Joan Rivers, John Candy, Stephen Colbert, 
Jason Sudeikis, Jane Lynch, and Keegan-Michael 
Key, you’re virtually guaranteed to see tomorrow’s 
comedy stars in the making at this hilarious night of 
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Lisa Bernstein
Lisa@AthensGaHomes.com 
706.765.7441

Jason Bernstein
Jason@AthensGaHomes.com 

706.540.3283
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laughter and fun.
The Second City’s political and social satire may 

contain mature content and/or strong language. For 
more information, call (706) 542-4400

November 21
AUTUMN SPLENDOR LAKESIDE LOOP TRAIL HIKE
Sandy Creek Park, 400 Bob Holman Rd., Athens
Time: 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM

Celebrate the beauty of fall on this seven mile 
Lakeside Loop Trail around Lake Chapman at Sandy 
Creek Park. Bring water and a snack, wear sturdy 
shoes and layer-up for this adventure.

November 30
FULL MOON HIKE
Sandy Creek Nature Center, 205 Old Commerce Rd., 
Athens
Time: 5:30 PM to 6:45 PM
Price: $2

Discover local trails by moonlight! Come along 

on this guided Full Moon Hikes. Enjoy activities that 
enhance the beauty and magic of our forest at 
night. Wear sturdy shoes and bring a flashlight or 
headlamp. For more information, call (706) 613-3580. 
Ages 6 and up.

DECEMBER 

December 3
DOWNTOWN PARADE OF LIGHTS
Downtown Athens: Parade begins at corner of 
Hancock and Pulaski Streets
Time: 7:00 PM 
Price: No admission charge

Kick off the holiday season in Athens with this special 
downtown event. The parade begins on the corner of 
Hancock Avenue and Pulaski Street and ends in front 
of City Hall for the traditional tree lighting ceremony, 
hosted by none other than Santa.  Parade route map 
is available at www.accgov.com/parade For more 
information, call (706) 613-3800.


