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More existing homes were sold last year than in any year since 2006. An 
improving economy and millennials approaching their peak homebuying 
years are fueling a residential housing boom. Low mortgage rates, combined 
with an increase in working from home as a result of the pandemic, have 
spurred a surge in housing demand, particularly in lower-density suburbs.

In the 2021’s housing market, buyers are driving up home prices and leading 
homes to sell quickly. Some of the hyperactive buyers are making offers without 
seeing the property and foregoing contingencies to win bidding wars in the 
highly competitive housing market. The record-low mortgage rates have really 
sparked the increase in demand, especially among millennials. However, they 
are encountering a shrinking supply of available homes.

The housing market is still far from normal, with inventories down over 38% year 
over year and at historic lows. The current supply of homes on the market is 
at an all-time low, dating back to the turn of the century. Due to a lack of 
supply and decreasing interest rates or borrowing costs, home prices have 
continued to rise in double digits. With the recovering economy, more buyers 
are entering the market. And, because there is still a limited supply of housing 
inventory, home prices continue to rise even in a low-interest-rate scenario.

However, the latest market trends (seen in June/July) point to a possible 
shift in real estate activity, implying that we may have passed the peak of 
this hot housing market, which is good news for home buyers. The market is 
still heavily skewed toward sellers, but we may be seeing the first signs of a 
return to a more balanced real estate market following the most active sales 
period in years.
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990 homes
$299,708
$294,135
20 days

1,147 homes
$349,446
$348,560
10 days

2020 2021
Number of Solds
Average List Price
Average Sold Price
Days on Market

QUICK STATS

FUN FACT: Despite the “decreased inventory,” more homes have been 
sold this year than this time last year and they’ve sold for $50K more and in 
half the time.

5 BR 5.5 BA | 2270 Crawford Smithonia
$799,000

5 BR 4 BA | 770 Barber Street
$550,000

5 BR 6 BA 2 HBA | 1467 Georgia Club Dr
$1,199,000

5 BR 3.5 BA | 125 Brush Creek Rd
$639,500

6 BR 4.5 BA | 103 Thornhill Circle
$675,000

6 BR 4 BA | 52 Oglethorpe Dr
$789,000

9,000 sq ft of luxury     

GEORGIA 

CLUB

Home & 12 ac

HISTORIC

Pool & 16.38 ac

PRIVATE

2 ac &  Landscaped

WEST ATHENS

Basement apartment

10 ACRES

Intown & Walkable

DOWNTOWN
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 

PANDEMIC FUELS WIDE RANGE OF HOUSE PROJECTS

Home remodeling has become one of the most popular hobbies since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began. Fifty-two percent of respondents say they’ve spent 
more on their homes since the pandemic. On average, homeowners reported 
spending $1,349 on home-related purchases since the start of the COVID-19 
outbreak, according to a new survey from Cinch Home Services of more than 
1,000 homeowners.

So, what are they spending on? Mostly furniture and appliances.

Respondents admit to starting two home improvement projects they’ve left 
unfinished to this day. Some of the top projects during the pandemic include 
big-ticket items like remodeling a kitchen or bath (29%), adding a work-from-
home space (21%), or having a roof or siding replaced (15%).

Pandemic Lifestyle Changes“All of these home improvements can potentially 
impact insurance needs. As we’re catching up on those renovations that 
started over the past year, it’s a good reminder to make sure your insurance 
policies also reflect these changes,” says Daniel Halsey, president, personal lines 
at The Hanover, in a statement. “Our results found 63% of Americans weren’t 
aware their home insurance policies should be revised when renovations and 
updates are made to the property.”

Don’t forget about insurance

With the pandemic, however, 40 percent admit they probably made many 
of these decisions a bit faster than they usually do. The survey also asked 
respondents about bigger life topics, such as where they stand with insurance. 
Results show one in three Americans are unsure what their policies cover. Three 
in 10 respondents admit to having insurance blind spots in their life because 
they just don’t know what they should have insurance for.

“The results show many Americans may have questions when it comes to their 
insurance, so it’s no surprise 56% agreed it would be helpful to have access 
to an insurance expert when they’re making these important decisions,” 
Halsey continues. “The good news is independent insurance agents can be 
a valuable resource for consumers looking to protect their homes and any 
renovations they made during the pandemic.”

Courtesy of Realtor Magazine & Studyfinds.org

$499,900
4 BR 2.5 BA | 550 Barber Street

NEW TOWN

4 BR 2.5 BA | 1050 Dogwood Hill
$434,900

LAKEFRONT

2 BR 2 BA | 494 Baxter St #43
$549,900

STA
DIUM VIEW

LOTS AND LAND

312 Chesterfield Road, Bogart
$49,900

WEST ATHENS
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2BR 2 BA | 110 Myrtle St
$249,900

TOCCOA
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SEPTEMBER

First Thursday of every month
BIKE NIGHT
Akademia Brewing Co, 150 Crane Dr, Athens
6:00 - 9:00pm
Price: Free

Come grab a beer with the Athens Lita’s Women’s 
Motorcycle Collective and raise money for charity! 
Happening the first Thursday of every month. All bikes 
and people welcome.

Every Thursday night
LIVE AFTER 5 @HOTEL INDIGO
Hotel Indigo, 500 College Ave., Athens
5:30 - 8:00pm

Live After 5 is back at Hotel Indigo. Enjoy live music 
in the beautiful Courtyard every Thursday from 5:30 
- 8:00 PM. The Madison Bar & Bistro is available with 
refreshing cocktails and tasty meals. 

For more information, (706) 286-1700

Every Friday and Saturday
DINNER AND A SHOW AT HENDERSHOTS
Hendershot’s, 237 Prince Avenue, Athens
Seatings at 6:00 and 8:30pm

Hendershots is hosting “Dinner and a Show” with 
The Plate Sale on Friday and Saturday nights! You’ll 
enjoy a thoughtfully curated A La Carte menu 
offered by The Plate Sale and Live Music by some of 
the southeast’s finest performers.
Make your reservation now, as only 16 spots 
are available for each seating to ensure social 
distancing. Two seatings each night at 6 PM and 
8:30 PM and there will be live music for each 
seating! 

September 2
VEGABONDS: LIVE IN CONCERT
Georgia Theatre, 215 N. Lumpkin St., Athens
Doors @ 7:30 PM
Price: $13-$15

The Alabama-born, Tennessee-bred Southern rock 
band, The Vegabonds kicked their fifth album (and 
first for Blue Élan Records) entitled “V.” The band 
will support “V” with a full year of non-stop touring 
throughout North America and Europe. Produced by 
Tom Tapley (Blackberry Smoke, Sugarland, Mastodon) 
“V” audibly illustrates the band’s unconventional yet 
contagious brand of Southern rock and highlights the 
best of The Vegabonds’ unique musicianship, vocals, 
lyrics and sound. Ages 18+ show.

September 8
BRENT COBB & NIKKI LANE: SOAP BOX DERBY TOUR
Georgia Theatre, 215 N. Lumpkin St., Athens
doors @ 6:30 PM
Price: $25 - $30

The husband-wife tour is a must see for music fans. 
Blending potent lyrics, unbridled blues guitars and 
vintage Sixties country-pop swagger, Nikki Lane’s 
new music will resonate as easily with Lana Del Rey 
and Jenny Lewis fans as those of Neil Young and Tom 
Petty. Cobb says of his new album, “To me, listening 
to this album feels like I’m sitting there with somebody, 
having a conversation. I would hope that it feels like 
sitting with an old friend you haven’t seen in a while. 
There’s nothing like being alone and listening to an 
album that is quiet and conversational -- like those 
old records by Jerry Lee Lewis, Roger Miller, or Willie 
Nelson. I hope my music is that way to somebody 
now.” Ages 16+ show.

Courtesy of Realtor Magazine & Studyfinds.org
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September 10
SUSTO: LIVE IN CONCERT
Georgia Theatre, 215 N. Lumpkin St., Athens
Doors open at 7:30 PM Show at 8:00 PM
Price: $15

SUSTO is the brainchild of Justin Osborne. It was 
born out of collaboration between Osborne & 
various colleagues including but not limited to 
Johnny Delaware, Wolfgang Zimmerman, Nicholas 
Scott Woodley & Camilo Miranda.  Presented by Phil 
Hughes Honda. 

September 18
RUMOURS - THE FLEETWOOD MAC TRIBUTE
Georgia Theatre, 215 N. Lumpkin St., Athens
9:00pm
Price: $22-$26

Formed in 2014, Rumours (also known as Rumours 
ATL) has taken the U.S. by storm with their stage 
scorching renditions of Fleetwood Mac songs. Fans 
from across the nation claim that Rumours is the band 
to see if you are looking for an authentic recreation 
of live Fleetwood Mac shows.

 In just under 5 years, Rumours has landed themselves 
the reputation of being the best Fleetwood Mac 
Tribute band and additionally has made fans 
internationally. In the summer of 2019, Rumours was 
invited to play a week in The Netherlands at some 
of the top venues and festivals in the country. The 
success of that tour brought them attention from 
plenty of new fans and promoters and they will be 
returning in 2020. Specially crafted shows and not 
one detail left behind, Rumours continues to sell out 
some of the top venues in the United States and gain 
fans at each show.

Ages 18+ show

September 24 -26
ATHFEST MUSIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL
Downtown Athens, Athens, GA 30601
Time: All weekend long!
Price: Outdoor stages FREE; club crawl wristbands 
available for purchase

AthFest is Back! The 2021 AthFest Music & Arts 
Festival will take place in downtown Athens, GA from 
September 24 – September 26, 2021. The annual 
celebration of Athens’ creative scene is a multi-day, 
free, outdoor festival including live performances on 
three outdoor stages, an artist market, KidsFest, food 
and retail vendors and multiple beer gardens. The 
festival showcases the best talent in our area, and 
generates huge awareness for the nonprofit, AthFest 
Educates, and its mission to provide much needed 
funding to support music and arts education for 
youth.

OCTOBER
October 1
RANDALL BRAMBLETT BAND: LIVE IN CONCERT
Outdoor mainstage at Southern Brewing Co., 231 
Collins Industrial Blvd, Athens
Time: 8:00 PM to 11:00 PM
Price: $20 in advance, $25 at door. $50 VIP merch 
package: includes GA ticket + CD of your choice + 
signed poster & photo + sticker 

The Randall Bramblett Band returns this fall to 
Athens, Georgia to perform at Southern Brewing 
Company!  Presented by Aubrey Entertainment. This 
outdoor show is general admission and open to all 
ages.15 & under FREE with parent or guardian and 
require no tickets. Folding chairs and blankets are ok 
but no outside alcoholic beverages are allowed on 
to property by law. 100% ok to bring in food though! 
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ATHENS/OCONEE EVENTS
October 1- 29, Friday & Saturdays
ZOMBIE FARMS HAUNTED TRAIL, 568 Smithonia Rd, 
Winterville
8 - 10:45pm
Price: $20-$25 / person

Zombie Farms will be OPEN every Friday and 
Saturday night of October for the 2021 season.

If you are looking for a Halloween adventure 
anywhere in North East Georgia, you don’t want to 
miss Zombie Farms!  You get a full 3/4 mile walk through 
dark and spooky woods filled with scary monsters 
and creepy characters who will scare you, entertain 
you, and sometimes even make you laugh.  2021 will 
have a whole new theme that is sure to give you a 
thrill! *Rope maze* - the newest addition to Zombie 
Farms.  This maze through the woods is separate 
from the regular trail.  Can you find your way out? 
50+ professionally trained scary actors. An immersive 
Hollywood style story theme that progresses through 
out the trail. Story telling - ghost stories, ZF style! Great 
fun for families, high school or college clubs, boy 
and girl scout groups, date nights, sorority / fraternity 
groups, church groups, birthday parties, bachelor or 
bachelorette parties

October 10
HISTORIC ATHENS PORCHFEST
Pulaski Heights, Newtown, Boulevard, Buena Vista, 
Normaltown, and Cobbham Neighborhoods, Athens
1 - 8:00pm

Historic Athens Porchfest returns in 2021 with what 
promises to be an amazing lineup of musicians, 
playing throughout several intown neighborhoods. 
Put on your walking shoes and get ready for a full day 
of cool tunes in an array of lovely front porch and 
yard settings!

October 14
THREE PALACES AT YALTA: BRINGING HISTORY TO LIFE
440 Foundry Pavillion, @ The Classic Center, 440 
Foundry St., Athens
6:45pm
Price: Free all ages event

The Athens Chautauqua Society brings history to 
life with this performance of “Three Palaces of Yalta: 
Stalin, Churchill, and Roosevelt.” Three Palaces at 
Yalta is set in February of 1945, at the Crimean resort 
town of Yalta. The Second World War is drawing to a 
bloody conclusion in Europe, with the armies of Adolf 
Hitler’s Third Reich being driven back on all fronts to 
Berlin. In each of the three acts, Stalin, Churchill, and 
Roosevelt respectively voice their plans, concerns, 
and aspirations. Of particular interest to them is the 
future of Poland, whose invasion by Germany in 1939 
ignited the global war, and which has become a 
symbol of potential conflict in post-war Europe. 

October 22 – 24
ATHENS TO SAVANNAH RIDE
Jittery Joe’s Coffee Roasting Company, 425 Barber 
Street, Athens

A three-day, 235-mile supported road ride from 
Athens to Savannah. The ride will raise funds for the 
new Hi Lo Trail, which will connect to Athens’ Firefly 
Trail and aims to be America’s longest paved multi-
use trail as it extends all the way to Savannah. The 
mission of the Athens to Savannah Ride is to channel 
the enthusiasm and tradition of this event to promote 
awareness, support and funding for the Georgia 
Hi-Lo Trail, as well as the Trail’s mission to drive 
economic development through connectivity and 
empowerment of Georgia’s rural communities. 

For more information (706) 338-8054

cont’d...
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ATHENS/OCONEE EVENTS

October 28
CASTING CROWNS
The Classic Center, 300 N. Thomas St., Athens
7:00pm

Describing the members of CCM powerhouse 
Casting Crowns as “heroes of faith” feels like an 
understatement. The band has produced mega-hits 
like “Praise You In This Storm,” “East to West,” “Who 
Am I,” and “Just Be Held,” broken sales records, sold 
out arenas, won prestigious awards and traveled 
the world singing songs of redemption. There’s not 
much within the realm of Christian music the band 
hasn’t accomplished. The impact of Casting Crowns 
is incalculable, the fingerprint of their songs forever 
imprinted onto the hearts of millions of people.

*This event has been rescheduled from its original 
March 2020 dates. Original tickets will be honored. For 
more information, (706) 357-4444

October 29 - 30
WILD RUMPUS HALLOWEEN PARADE & SPECTACLE
Downtown Athens 

The 13th Annual Wild Rumpus Halloween Celebration 
is coming in 2021.  All are invited to participate in the 
Wild Rumpus by dressing in costume and marching!  
Athens is known as a “Never Never Land” to an active 
population of wildly creative, experimental artists 
and musicians and an enormous student population 
of the University of Georgia. Through tourism and 
participation, The Wild Rumpus also serves as an 
economic generator for Athens downtown businesses. 
Additionally it channels profits from event fundraising 
to local non-profit organizations that work for the 
betterment of the community.

NOVEMBER
November 11 - 14
LERNER & LOEWE’S “CAMELOT”
Morton Theatre, 195 W. Washington ST., Athens
Time: see below
Price: $10-15 

Borrowing from the Arthurian legends, Camelot is 
the duo’s fantastical masterpiece which triumphed 
on Broadway in a legendary original production 
that lead to a film version, and numerous revivals in 
New York, London and across the globe. Its Original 
Broadway Cast Album topped the charts for 60 weeks.

An idealistic young King Arthur hopes to create a 
kingdom built on honor and dignity, embodied by his 
Knights of The Round Table. His Ideals, however are 
tested when his lovely queen, Guenevere, falls in love 
with the young Knight, Lancelot and the fate of the 
kingdom hangs in the balance.

Showtimes:
November 11 & 12: performance 7:30pm - 10:00pm
November 13th: performance at 2:00pm-4:30pm / 

second performance at 7:30pm-10:00pm
November 14th: performance at 3:00pm-5:30pm

November 13
Rodney Carrington LIVE
The Classic Center, 300 N. Thomas St., Athens
7:00pm

Rodney Carrington is a multi-talented comedian, 
actor, singer, and writer playing sold-out shows 
around the world. A platinum-recording artist, 
Rodney’s recorded eight major record label comedy 
albums, followed by three albums on his own record 
label, Laughter’s Good Records. His last album 
“Here Comes the Truth” (released 2017) climbed to 

Jason Bernstein
Jason@AthensGaHomes.com 

706.540.3283
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#3 on the comedy charts, accruing tens of millions 
of streams on Spotify and even spawned a Netflix 
special. Having also released a book and starred 
in a TV sitcom, Rodney Carrington is a multifaceted 
artist you don’t want to miss!

November 13
MisterWives:Live in Concert
Georgia Theatre 215 N. Lumpkin St., Athens
8:00pm
Price: $29.50

MisterWives return with “whywhywhy,” the first 
glimpse of new music since the band’s acclaimed 
2017 release Connect The Dots. “whywhywhy” 
marks the beginning of a new era for the group 
and their debut with new label, Fueled By Ramen. 
Influenced by many disparate genres yet beholden 
to none, MisterWives demonstrate tremendous self-
assuredness and resolve to stay true to themselves 
in the face of the music industry’s constant pressure 
to conform.

Known for their dynamic, high energy live set - New 
York City’s MisterWives have toured internationally 
and performed at some of the biggest music festivals 
around the globe. 

November 18
Jameson Ridgers: Live in Concert
The Classic Center, 300 N. Thomas St., Athens
8:30pm

If Jameson Rodgers has said it once, he has said it 
a thousand times - it’s hard being anything that you 
are not. And there are a few things that the singer/
songwriter from Batesville, Mississippi is definitely not. 
He’s not one to shine too bright or speak too loudly. 
He’s not the guy that craves the spotlight or vies 
for too much attention. He’s not one to boast and 
he’s not one to brag, and he certainly has never 
been that guy who thought he deserved any sort of 
stardom to come his way. But here we are. “It took 
1,000 shows and 1,000 songs, but it happened.”

November 27
Athens Holiday Artis Market
Athens Farmers Market, 705 Sunset Dr., Bishop Park, 
9:00am - 4:00pm

The Athens Farmers Market invites you its annual 
holiday market, November 27th from 9am-4pm 
at Bishop Park. Stay tuned to AFM for more details 
about artists and vendors.

ATHENS/OCONEE EVENTS

Lisa Bernstein
Lisa@AthensGaHomes.com 
706.765.7441

Jason Bernstein
Jason@AthensGaHomes.com 

706.540.3283
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